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Dear Parents/School Community, 

On behalf of the Board of Education, Administrators, Faculty & Staff, I am excited to welcome our students 
back to school on Wednesday, September 4th. With an increase in state aid, and the addition of a number or 
resources described in our 2019-20 School Budget Narrative, we begin this year with great anticipation, hope 
and enthusiasm. Kingsway’s Commitment to Excellence drives our desire to excel and we will capitalize on 
new resources and dedicated professionals to deliver programs and services our students and community 
deserve.  

Although our school principals have communicated school opening information, highlighted below are a few 
important items as we prepare to return to school. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to us so that we may assist. 

 Annual Back to School Nights 
High School Back to School Night is scheduled for Wednesday, September 11th. Middle School Back to 
School Night is scheduled for Thursday, September 12th. Our principals will communicate detailed 
information after the school year begins. 

 2019-20 School Calendar 
As a reminder, you can locate the 2019-20 School Calendar on the district website under About Us >> 
Calendars or click HERE. 

 New Reassessment Practices, Grades 7-12 
The District will be implementing a consistent reassessment practice across both the middle school 
and high school this year.  The goals of this uniform practice are to improve understanding of material 
and, hence, increase confidence as students progress; to assist students with understanding that 
mistakes present an opportunity for growth; and, to build upon study skills and accountability for 
one’s own learning.  For more information on this practice click HERE. 

 Coming Soon! Kingsway’s New Track & Field Stadium Project set to begin 
The Board of Education awarded a public bid to American Athletic Courts, Inc. on August 22, 2019 to 
make necessary improvements to the high school track and stadium. The total project award is 
$2,409,015. Improvements include a new eight-lane synthetic track to replace the dilapidated surface, 
prohibited for use in competition since fall 2014. Unfortunately, our students have not used their high 
school track in five (5) seasons. This project also includes the replacement of the football field with a 
synthetic multi-sport turf field and various other improvements to benefit field events such as pole 
vault, long jump, discus and high jump. This project will begin in September and, depending on 
weather, completed within 120-days from commencement. To learn more or monitor progress of this 
exciting project, click HERE. 

https://www.krsd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=909&dataid=5890&FileName=2019-20%20Budget%20Narrative%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/domain/48
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1591
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1617
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 School Safety & Woolwich Twp. Police Partnership 
School safety continues to be a top priority for Kingsway. This year we are excited to announce the 
expansion of police presence through our School Resource Officer (SRO) Program and appreciate the 
support and cooperation of Woolwich Twp. Mayor Marino, Township Committee, Police Chief 
Jaramillo and the Woolwich Twp. Police Department. As a result, we will employ a full-time uniformed 
(Class III) police officer at each school in addition to full-time SRO Mike Kemp. Additionally, we will 
continue to ensure that arrival/dismissal procedures remain in place and strict protocol for school 
visitors followed. As always, we appreciate your patience and support of our school security protocol 
while we work hard to keep everyone on our campus safe. 

 Traffic, Traffic and More Traffic 
It is no secret that the Rte. 322 & Kings Highway intersection improvement project is not complete. 
While problematic for many all summer, this ongoing project will undoubtedly create significant 
challenges when school opens. We are asking for everyone’s patience and cooperation while this 
project continues and school officials help facilitate the arrival of more than 3,000 students, staff, 
parents and visitors daily. While inconvenient for our entire school community, the improvements will 
serve to enhance traffic flow in and around our community once complete. With this in mind, please 
consider the following: 

o Plan for additional time in the morning en route to the Middle or High School. Traffic is likely 
to back up on the school grounds so be sure to allow plenty of time to avoid school lateness. 

o Be mindful that more than 300 new student drivers are commuting to the high school each 
day. This number only increases as seniors obtain driver licenses. 

o Take the Bus and avoid parent drop-off/pick-up when possible. We are encouraging students 
to ride the school bus as opposed to opting for parent transport. Taking the bus reduces the 
number of vehicles on Kingsway’s campus, thus improves traffic flow around the area. We do 
have a 4:00 p.m. and 5:45 p.m. late bus operating daily for middle and high school students.  

o This project is currently in Stage 1 and will switch to Stage 2 in the coming weeks. Therefore, 
traffic patterns at Rte. 322 & Kings Highway and Rte. 322 & Garwin Road will change and 
adjustments to transportation schedules and school routes amended accordingly.  

o We are working closely with Woolwich Twp. Police to assist with traffic controls at Rte. 322 & 
Garwin Road. Please be cautious when navigating through this challenging intersection.  
Police will be present at arrival and dismissal times as well as during our 4:00 p.m. and 5:45 
p.m. late dismissals. 

In closing, I want to wish our students, faculty, staff and parents a wonderful 2019-20 School Year! Should you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at your convenience. 
 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
Dr. James J. Lavender 
Superintendent of Schools 


